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Among the speakers the Futurist poet, F. T. Marinetti, raised his voice for Fascism. Mussolini had come to the meeting from Fiume where he was conferring with D'Annunzio. After the congress he drove to his native Romagna. On his way his car, driven by Guido Pancani, a well-known pilot and athlete, crashed into the barriers of a level-crossing, and although he was unhurt, two of his companions were severely injured.
The beginning of 1920 brought new diplomatic conferences and new unrest. In January there was a post and telegraph strike and a long-drawn-out railway strike. Three cabinet crises always brought Nitti, whom the Fascists hated with all their might, back to power. Mussolini and his followers fought him with every means at their disposal; fighting at the same time the Socialists and Liberals. Armed conflicts, assassinations, street fighting, were the orders of the day. Bombs were thrown and Mussolini himself was threatened with assassination. One of his would-be murderers,, a young anarchist named Masi, came to him and threw himself upon his mercy; he had repented of the task he had undertaken.